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the date of filing with the Office of the
Federal Register. The Regional Admin-
istrator may determine that facts war-
rant a delayed effective date.

§648.86 Possession restrictions.

Except as provided in §648.17, the fol-
lowing possession restrictions apply:

(a) Haddock—(1) NE multispecies DAS
vessels. (i) Except as provided in para-
graphs (a)(1)(ii) and (iii) of this section,
a vessel that is fishing under a NE
multispecies DAS may land or possess
on board up to 1,000 Ib (453.6 kg) of had-
dock provided it has at least one stand-
ard tote on board. Haddock on board a
vessel subject to this possession limit
must be separated from other species of
fish and stored so as to be readily
available for inspection.

(ii) During the period May 1, 1998,
through August 31, 1998, a vessel may
land up to 1,000 Ib (453.6 kg) of haddock
per DAS fished, or any part of a DAS
fished, up to 10,000 Ib (4,536.0 kg) per
trip. Haddock on board a vessel subject
to this landing limit must be separated
from other species of fish and stored so
as to be readily available for inspec-
tion.

(iii) Beginning September 1, 1998,
through April 30, 1999, unless otherwise
specified in this paragraph, a vessel
may land up to 3,000 Ib (1,360.8 kg) of
haddock per DAS fished, or any part of
a DAS fished, up to 30,000 Ib (13,608 kg)
per trip. When the Regional Adminis-
trator projects that 7.9 million Ib (3,598
mt) will be harvested, NMFS will pub-
lish a notification in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER that on a specific date the limit
will be reduced to either the 1,000 Ib
(453.6 kg) per trip possession limit re-
striction specified in paragraph (a)(1)(i)
of this section, or the 1,000 Ib (453.6 kQ)
per DAS fished, 10,000 Ib (4,536.0 kg)
maximum, landing limit restriction
specified in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this
section, depending on the risk of ex-
ceeding the target TAC. Haddock on
board a vessel subject to this landing
limit must be separated from other
species of fish and stored so as to be
readily available for inspection.

(2) Scallop dredge vessels. (i) No person
owning or operating a scallop dredge
vessel issued a multispecies permit
may land haddock from, or possess
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haddock on board, a scallop dredge ves-
sel, from January 1 through June 30.

(ii) No person owning or operating a
scallop dredge vessel without a multi-
species permit may possess haddock in,
or harvested from, the EEZ, from Janu-
ary 1 through June 30.

(iii) From July 1 through December
31, scallop dredge vessels or persons
owning or operating a scallop dredge
vessel that is fishing under a scallop
DAS allocated under §648.53 may land
or possess on board up to 300 Ib (136.1
kg) of haddock provided that the vessel
has at least one standard tote on board.
This restriction does not apply to ves-
sels issued NE multispecies Combina-
tion Vessel permits that are fishing
under a multispecies DAS. Haddock on
board a vessel subject to this posses-
sion limit must be separated from
other species of fish and stored so as to
be readily available for inspection.

(b) Cod—(1) Landing limit from May 1,
1998, through April 30, 2001. (i) Except as
provided in paragraph (b)(1)(ii) and
(b)(2) of this section, and subject to the
cod landing limit call-in provision
specified at §648.10(f)(3)(i), a vessel fish-
ing under a NE multispecies DAS may
land up to 700 Ib (317.5 kg) of cod per
DAS, or any part of a DAS, unless oth-
erwise specified in this paragraph. Ves-
sels calling-out of the multispecies
DAS program under §648.10(c)(3) that
have utilized part of a DAS (less than
24 hours) may land up to an additional
700 Ib (317.5 kg) of cod for that part of
a DAS; however, such vessels may not
end any subsequent trip with cod on
board within the 24-hour period follow-
ing the beginning of the part of the
DAS utilized (e.g., a vessel that has
called-in to the multispecies DAS pro-
gram at 3 p.m. on a Monday and ends
its trip the next day (Tuesday) at 4
p.m. (accruing a total of 25 hours) may
legally land up to 1,400 Ib (635.0 kg) of
cod on such a trip, but the vessel may
not end any subsequent trip with cod
on board until after 3 p.m. on the fol-
lowing day (Wednesday)). When the Re-
gional Administrator projects that 892
mt will be harvested, NMFS will pub-
lish a notification in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER that on a specific date the limit
will be reduced to a specified amount
between 400 Ib (181.4 kg) and 700 Ib
(317.5 kg) per DAS depending on the
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risk of exceeding the target TAC. Cod
on board a vessel subject to this land-
ing limit must be separated from other
species of fish and stored so as to be
readily available for inspection.

(ii) A vessel subject to the cod land-
ing limit restrictions described in para-
graphs (b)(1)(i) and (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, and subject to the cod landing
limit call-in provision specified at
§648.10(f)(3)(ii), may come into port
with and offload cod in excess of the
landing limit as determined by the
number of DAS elapsed since the vessel
called into the DAS program, provided
that:

(A) The vessel operator does not call-
out of the DAS program as described
under §648.10(c)(3) and does not depart
from a dock or mooring in port to en-
gage in fishing, unless transiting as al-
lowed in paragraph (b)(4) of this sec-
tion, until sufficient time has elapsed
to account for and justify the amount
of cod harvested at the time of offload-
ing regardless of whether all of the cod
on board is offloaded (e.g., a vessel sub-
ject to the landing limit restriction,
described in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this
section, that has called-in to the multi-
species DAS program at 3 p.m. on Mon-
day and that fishes and comes back
into port at 4 p.m. on Wednesday of
that same week with 2,800 Ib (1,270.1
kg) of cod to offloads some or all of its
catch, cannot call-out of the DAS pro-
gram or leave port until 3:01 p.m. the
next day, Thursday (i.e., 3 days plus
one minute)); and

(B) Upon returning to port and before
offloading, the vessel operator notifies
the Regional Administrator (see Table
1 to §600.502 of this chapter for the Re-
gional Administrator’s address) and
provides the following information:
Vessel name and permit number, owner
and caller name, DAS confirmation
number, phone number, and the hail
weight of cod on board and the amount
of cod to be offloaded, if any. A vessel
that has not exceeded the landing limit
and is offloading and ending its trip by
calling out of the multispecies DAS
program does not have to report under
this call-in system.

(iii) A vessel that has not exceeded
the cod landing limit restrictions de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this
section and that is offloading some or
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all of its catch without calling out of
the multispecies DAS program under
§648.10(c)(3), is subject to the call-in re-
quirement described in paragraph
(b)(1)(ii)(B) of this section.

(2) Exemption. A vessel fishing under
a NE multispecies DAS is exempt from
the landing limit described in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section when fishing
south of a line beginning at the Cape
Cod, MA coastline at 42°00’ N. lat. and
running eastward along 42°00° N. lat.
until it intersects with 69°30° W. long.,
then northward along 69°30° W. long.
until it intersects with 42°20" N. lat.,
then eastward along 42°20° N. lat. until
it intersects with 67°20° W. long., then
northward along 67°20° W. long. until it
intersects with the U.S.-Canada mari-
time boundary, provided that it does
not fish north of this exemption area
for a minimum of 30 consecutive days
(when fishing under the multispecies
DAS program), and has on board an au-
thorization letter issued by the Re-
gional Administrator. Vessels exempt
from the landing limit requirement
may transit the GOM/GB Regulated
Mesh Area north of this exemption
area, provided that their gear is stowed
in accordance with one of the provi-
sions of §648.81(e).

(3) Landing limit beginning May 1, 2001.
(i) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b)(1)(ii) and (b)(2) of this section, and
subject to the cod landing limit call-in
provision specified at §648.10(f)(3)(i), a
vessel fishing under a NE multispecies
DAS may land up to 1,000 Ib (453.6 kg)
of cod per DAS, or any part of a DAS,
for each of the first 4 DAS of a trip,
and may land up to 1,500 Ib (680.4 kg) of
cod per DAS for each DAS, or any part
of a DAS, in excess of 4 consecutive
DAS. Vessels calling-out of the multi-
species DAS program under §648.10(c)(3)
that have utilized part of a DAS (less
than 24 hours) may land up to an addi-
tional 1,000 Ib (453.6 kg), or 1,500 Ib
(680.4 kq) if applicable, of cod for that
part of a DAS; however, such vessels
may not end any subsequent trip with
cod on board within the 24-hour period
following the beginning of the part of
the DAS utilized (e.g., a vessel that has
called-in to the multispecies DAS pro-
gram at 3 p.m. on a Monday and ends
its trip the next day (Tuesday) at 4
p.m. (accruing a total of 25 hours) may
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legally land up to 2,000 Ib (907.2 kg) of
cod on such a trip, but the vessel may
not end any subsequent trip with cod
on board until after 3 p.m. on the fol-
lowing day (Wednesday)). Cod on board
a vessel subject to this landing limit
must be separated from other species of
fish and stored so as to be readily
available for inspection.

(ii) [Reserved]

(4) Transiting. A vessel that has ex-
ceeded the cod landing limit as speci-
fied in paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(3) of
this section and is, therefore, subject
to remain in port for the period of time
described in paragraph (b)(1)(ii)(A) of
this section, may transit to another
port during this time, provided that
the vessel operator notifies the Re-
gional Administrator (see Table 1 to
§600.502) either at the time the vessel
reports its hailed weight of cod or at a
later time prior to transiting, and pro-
vides the following information: Vessel
name and permit number, destination
port, time of departure, and estimated
time of arrival. A vessel transiting
under this provision must stow its gear
in accordance with one of the methods
specified in §648.81(e), and may not
have any fish on board the vessel.

(c) Other possession restrictions. Ves-
sels are subject to any other applicable
possession limit restrictions of this
part.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 14650, Mar. 27, 1997; 62 FR 15389, Apr. 1,
1997; 62 FR 37157, July 11, 1997; 63 FR 11595,
Mar. 10, 1998; 63 FR 15332, Mar. 31, 1998; 63 FR
42592, Aug. 10, 1998]

§648.87 Gillnet requirements to re-
duce or prevent marine mammal
takes.

(a) Areas closed to gillnet gear capable
of catching multispecies to reduce harbor
porpoise takes. Section 648.81(f) sets
forth a closed area restriction to re-
duce the take of harbor porpoise con-
sistent with the harbor porpoise mor-
tality reduction goals. Further, all per-
sons owning or operating vessels in the
EEZ portion of the areas and times
specified in paragraphs (a)(1), (2) and
(3) of this section must remove all of
their sink gillnet gear and other gillnet
gear capable of catching multispecies,
with the exception of single pelagic
gillnets (as described in
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§648.81(f)(2)(ii)), and may not use, set,
haul back, fish with, or possess on
board, unless stowed in accordance
with the requirements of §648.81(e)(4),
sink gillnet gear or other gillnet gear
capable of catching multispecies, with
the exception of single pelagic gillnet
gear (as described in §648.81(f)(2)(ii)) in
the EEZ portion of the areas and for
the times specified in paragraphs (a)(1),
(2) and (3) of this section. Also, all per-
sons owning or operating vessels issued
a limited access multispecies permit
must remove all of their sink gillnet
gear and other gillnet gear capable of
catching multispecies, with the excep-
tion of single pelagic gillnets (as de-
scribed in §648.81(f)(2)(ii)), from the
areas and for the times specified in
paragraphs (a)(1), (2) and (3) of this sec-
tion, and, may not use, set, haul back,
fish with, or possess on board, unless
stowed in accordance with the require-
ments of §648.81(e)(4), sink gillnets or
other gillnet gear capable of catching
multispecies, with the exception of sin-
gle pelagic gillnets (as described in
§648.81(f)(2)(ii)) in the areas and for the
times specified in paragraphs (a)(1), (2)
and (3) of this section.

(1) Mid-coast Closure Area.

(i) From March 25 through April 25,
and from September 15 through Decem-
ber 31 of each fishing year, the restric-
tions and requirements specified in
paragraph (a) of this section apply to
the Mid-coast Closure Area (copies of a
chart depicting this area are available
from the Regional Administrator upon
request), except as provided in para-
graph (a)(2)(ii) of this section, which is
the area bounded by straight lines con-

necting the following points in the
order stated.
MID-COAST CLOSURE AREA
Point N. lat. W. long.
42°30' (@

.. | 42°30' 70°15'

.. | 42040 70°15'

.. | 42040 70°00'

.. | 43°00' 70°00'

. | 43°00’ 69°30'
43°15' 69°30'
43°15' 69°00'

@ 69°00'

1 Massachusetts shoreline.
2Maine shoreline.

(i) Vessels subject to the restrictions
and regulations specified in paragraph

291



